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INTRODUCTION 
TO RDA

Part 2

Emily Dust Nimsakont ∙ Nebraska Library Commission ∙ December 7, 2010

Differences from AACR2

Terminology

AACR2 RDA

area element

main entry authorized access point

added entry access point

uniform title preferred title for a work

heading authorized access point

see references variant access points

Sources of information

AACR2 specifies a chief source of 
information for each class of material

RDA divides resources into three 
categories and specifies a preferred 
source of information for each:

– one or more pages, leaves, sheets, or cards

– moving images

– other resources

Categorization of Resources

– AACR2 has GMDs

– RDA has media type, carrier type, and 
content type

Categorization of Resources

GMDs
cartographic material
music
text
sound recording
videorecording
filmstrip
motion picture
slide
transparency
electronic resource
microform
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Categorization of Resources

GMDs
cartographic material
music
text
electronic resource
microform
sound recording
videorecording
filmstrip
motion picture
slide
transparency

Categorization of Resources

GMDs
cartographic material
music
text
electronic resource
microform
sound recording
videorecording
filmstrip
motion picture
slide
transparency

Categorization of Resources

GMDs
cartographic material
music
text
electronic resource
microform
sound recording
videorecording
filmstrip
motion picture
slide
transparency

Categorization of Resources

Categorization of Resources

Controlled vocabularies are provided for 
content type, media type, and carrier 
type

Categorization of Resources

Print monograph

content type = text

media type = unmediated

carrier type = volume
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Categorization of Resources

Music CD

content type = performed music

media type = audio

carrier type = audio disc

Categorization of Resources

Audiobook on CD

content type = spoken word

media type = audio

carrier type = audio disc

Categorization of Resources

Videorecording on DVD

content type = two-dimensional moving 
image

media type = video

carrier type = videodisc

Categorization of Resources

Streaming video

content type = two-dimensional moving 
image

media type = video

media type = computer

carrier type = online resource

Transcription

Abbreviation

AACR2: abbreviations used in some 
transcribed elements

RDA: abbreviations in transcribed 
elements permitted only if 
abbreviations appear on the source

Transcription

Example:

Appears on the item as: Second edition

AACR2: 2nd ed.

RDA: Second edition
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Transcription

Examples:
Appears on the item as: Jefferson, North 

Carolina

AACR2: Jefferson, N.C.

RDA: Jefferson, North Carolina

Appears on the item as: Santa Barbara, CA

AACR2: Santa Barbara, Calif.

RDA: Santa Barbara, CA

Transcription

Inaccuracies

AACR2: inaccuracies corrected within 
transcribed elements

RDA: inaccuracies should be recorded as 
they appear on the source

Transcription

Example:

Appears on item: A mutli-agency study…

AACR2: A mutli-agency [i.e., multi] study…

RDA: A mutli-agency study…

Use an added entry for correct spelling

Fewer abbreviations

AACR2: 112 p. : ill. ; 28 cm.

RDA: 112 pages; illustrations ; 28 cm.

Statement of Responsibility

AACR2: Rule of three

RDA: Transcribe statement of 
responsibility as found, regardless of 
number

optional omission instructions

Statement of Responsibility

… / by Nancy Drew, Bess Marvin, 
George Fayne, and Ned Nickerson.

Optional omission:

… / by Nancy Drew [and three others].

Notice: … [et.al.]. is not used
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Publication Information

Two or more places of publication

AACR2: Give the first named place and 
the first place in the country of the 
cataloging agency

RDA: Give the first named place, 
regardless of country

Publication Information

Publication information unknown

AACR2 – use s.l. and s.n.

RDA – use [Place of publication not 
identified] and [publisher not 
identified]

Publication Information

Publication date vs. copyright date

AACR2: If there is no publication date 
given, use copyright date preceded by 
c.

RDA: Supply a probable publication 
date, along with the copyright date.

Publication Information

Example:

AACR2: 

New York: McGraw-Hill, c2009.

RDA: 

New York: McGraw-Hill, [2009], © 2009.

Differences from AACR2

“AACR2 vs. RDA”

Presentation by Tom Delsey

http://presentations.ala.org/images/1/10/LLL-
Delsey-ALA2009.ppt

Differences from AACR2

“Changes from AACR2 to RDA: A 
Comparison of Examples”

Presentation by Adam L. Schiff, 
University of Washington

http://faculty.washington.edu/aschiff/BCLAPresen
tationWithNotes-RevAug2010.pdf

http://presentations.ala.org/images/1/10/LLL-Delsey-ALA2009.ppt
http://presentations.ala.org/images/1/10/LLL-Delsey-ALA2009.ppt
http://presentations.ala.org/images/1/10/LLL-Delsey-ALA2009.ppt
http://presentations.ala.org/images/1/10/LLL-Delsey-ALA2009.ppt
http://presentations.ala.org/images/1/10/LLL-Delsey-ALA2009.ppt
http://faculty.washington.edu/aschiff/BCLAPresentationWithNotes-RevAug2010.pdf
http://faculty.washington.edu/aschiff/BCLAPresentationWithNotes-RevAug2010.pdf
http://faculty.washington.edu/aschiff/BCLAPresentationWithNotes-RevAug2010.pdf
http://faculty.washington.edu/aschiff/BCLAPresentationWithNotes-RevAug2010.pdf
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Differences from AACR2
Presentation by Adam L. Schiff, University of 

Washington

Authority Data Instructions

– Special coded dates

– Associated place

– Address

– Field of activity

– Affiliation

– Occupation

– Gender

– Family information

– Associated language

Bible Headings

AACR2:
Bible. O.T.

RDA: 
Bible. Old Testament.

AACR2:
Bible. N.T. Acts.

RDA:
Bible. Acts.

Family Names

AACR2:

Family names are only used as subjects

RDA: 

Families can be creators

Fictional Characters 
Can Be Authors

AACR2:

Subject: Stilton, Geronimo (Fictitious 
character).

RDA:

Author: Stilton, Geronimo.

Relationship Designators

Dickens, Charles, 1812-1870, author.

Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus, 1756-
1791, composer.

Miramax Films, production company.
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Questions?

Changes to MARC Format

New code in LDR/18 (Descriptive 
Cataloging Form) and new code in 040

Enter media terms in 336, 337, & 338, 
not 245 $h

New authority fields

Changes to MARC Format

LDR/18 - Descriptive Cataloging Form 
(Desc)

i – ISBD

040

$e rda

Changes to MARC Format

336 = content type

337 = media type

338 = carrier type

Content Type = 336 field

use term in $a or code in $b

$2 rdacontent

MARC Code List for Content Types:

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.h
tml

Content Type = 336 field
MARC Code List for Content Types:

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.h
tml

RDA Content Terms 
336 $a

MARC Codes for 
RDA Terms
336 $b

text txt

notated music ntm

two-dimensional 
moving image

tdi

three-dimensional 
form

tdf

cartographic image cri

computer program cop

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacontent.html
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Content Type = 336 field

print monograph:
336 _ _ $a text $2 rdacontent

Content Type = 336 field

music CD:
336 _ _ $a performed music $2 

rdacontent

Content Type = 336 field

PDF file accessed online:
336 _ _ $a text $2 rdacontent
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Content Type = 336 field

Streaming video:
336 _ _ $a two-dimensional moving 

image $2 rdacontent

Media Type = 337 field

use term in $a or code in $b

$2 rdamedia

MARC Code List for Media Types:

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdamedia.ht
ml

Media Type = 337 field
MARC Code List for Media Types:

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdamedia.ht
ml

RDA Media Terms 
337 $a

MARC Codes for RDA 
Terms
337 $b

audio s

computer c

microform p

unmediated n

video v

projected g

Media Type = 337 field

print monograph:
336 _ _ $a text $2 rdacontent

337 _ _ $a unmediated $2 rdamedia

Media Type = 337 field

music CD:
336 _ _ $a performed music $2 

rdacontent

337 _ _ $a audio $2 rdamedia

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdamedia.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdamedia.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/marcmedia.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/marcmedia.html
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Media Type = 337 field

PDF file accessed online:
336 _ _ $a text $2 rdacontent

337 _ _ $a computer $2 rdamedia

Media Type = 337 field

Streaming video:
336 _ _ $a two-dimensional moving 

image 

$2 rda content

337 _ _ $a computer $2 rdamedia

337 _ _ $a video $2 rdamedia

Carrier Type = 338 field

Use term in $a or code in $b

$2 rdacarrier

MARC Code List for Carrier Types:

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.ht
ml

Carrier Type = 338 field
MARC Code List for Carrier Types:

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.ht
ml

RDA Carrier Terms 
338 $a

MARC Codes for 
RDA Terms
338 $b

audio disc sd

online resource cr

videodisc vd

volume nc

overhead 
transparency

gt

computer disc cd

Carrier Type = 338 field

print monograph:
336 _ _ $a text $2 rdacontent

337 _ _ $a unmediated $2 rdamedia

338 _ _ $a volume $2 rdacarrier

Carrier Type = 338 field

music CD:
336 _ _ $a performed music $2 

rdacontent

337 _ _ $a audio $2 rdamedia

338 _ _ $a audio disc $2 rdacarrier

http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.html
http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/rdacarrier.html
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Carrier Type = 338 field

PDF file accessed online:
336 _ _ $a text $2 rdacontent

337 _ _ $a computer $2 rdamedia

338 _ _ $a online resource $2 rdacarrier

Carrier Type = 338 field

Streaming Video:
336 _ _ $a two-dimensional moving 

image 

$2 rdacontent

337 _ _ $a computer $2 rdamedia

337 _ _ $a video $2 rdamedia

338 _ _ $a online resource $2 rdacarrier

New Authority Fields

http://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad1xx.html

– 046 – Special coded dates

– 370 – Associated place

– 371 – Address

– 372 – Field of activity

– 373 – Affiliation

– 374 – Occupation

– 375 – Gender

– 376 – Family information

– 377 – Associated language

Relator Terms

$e used in X00, X10, and X11 for 
relationship designators

Relator Terms

100 1_ $a Dickens, Charles, $d 1812-
1870, $e author.

100 1_ $a Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus, 
$d 1756-1791, $e composer.

710 2_ $a Miramax Films, $e production 
company.

Questions?

http://www.loc.gov/marc/authority/ad1xx.html
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Examples of RDA Records

OCLC and RDA Records

There are some RDA records in OCLC’s 
database.

dx:rda

OCLC and RDA Records OCLC and RDA Records

RDA Records in 
Library of Congress Catalog

http://catalog.loc.gov

http://catalog.loc.gov/
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040e rda
Expert Search

University of Chicago Examples

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/staffweb/depts/ca
t/rda/rdaexamples.pdf

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/staffweb/depts/cat/rda/rdaexamples.pdf
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/staffweb/depts/cat/rda/rdaexamples.pdf
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/staffweb/depts/cat/rda/rdaexamples.pdf
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/staffweb/depts/cat/rda/rdaexamples.pdf
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/staffweb/depts/cat/rda/rdaexamples.pdf
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North Carolina State University 
RDA Examples

https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/R
DA+Test

Records from Test Participants

http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatestrecords.html

Handout - MARC Record with 
RDA Rules

Questions?

https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/RDA+Test
https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/RDA+Test
https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/RDA+Test
https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/RDA+Test
https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/RDA+Test
https://staff.lib.ncsu.edu/confluence/display/MNC/RDA+Test
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatestrecords.html
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatestrecords.html
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatestrecords.html
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatestrecords.html
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/RDAtest/rdatestrecords.html
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10 Minute 
Break


